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Date: 6/12/20 
 
Dear East Hartford Families, 
 
Happy Last Day of School 2020! 
 
I just wanted to take the opportunity to thank you for an incredible and memorable year and also 
acknowledge your deep partnership with East Hartford Public Schools (EHPS) over the past few 
months as we have faced the challenges of COVID-19.  As I pause to reflect on a school year that 
began on a sunny day in late August, it’s hard to see beyond the recent unprecedented challenges 
that we have experienced.  However, along with these unexpected difficulties, we have seen a 
remarkable demonstration of strength, fortitude, resilience and creativity that I believe we will 
remember forever.  We have grown, we have risen to the challenge and I could not be prouder to be 
a part of this community!  
 
Over the past three months, you have steadfastly partnered with us to learn new and different ways 
to help our children grow.  You have learned to use a host of electronic devices, mastered a variety 
of communication platforms, engaged with the District Learning Plan (DLP), and chatted on 
Google Hangouts and Zooms. You have willingly created home schools, become 
teacher/principal/cafeteria staff and custodian all while handling domestic priorities, maintaining 
jobs, and tending to the needs of family.  Along the way, you interacted with our staff, shared 
frustrations, provided feedback, laughed and cried…We are proud of you…We are all very tired!!  
 
As this school year ends, we know the summer months ahead are important times for fun and new 
learning.  This summer will look different as our nation and state slowly emerges from quarantine.  
To fill in some of these gaps, we have developed the EHPS Summer Enrichment Resources pages 
(linked here) to support you and your children until the new school year begins.  These resources are 
hosted on the DLP page and organized by grade level.  Please take advantage of a wealth of activities 
that have been chosen to continue to build on your child’s learning and growth.   In addition, there 
will also be recommendations of books (both print and electronic) as well as web-based video 
options.  Finally, in an effort to bring in outside resources, the Governor’s Reading Challenge is also 
available via the Raymond Library. 
 
Recognizing the uncertainty of these times, I also wanted to briefly address our next steps as a 
district to develop a safe, incremental and adaptive ReOpening Plan for Fall 2020.  Over the past 
weeks, we have hosted multiple listening sessions for community members where we have had a 
dynamic chance to listen your concerns and solutions.  We are working on a summary document of 
these meetings and hope to get this to you in the next week.  While we await state guidance, we are 
organizing and preparing for three planning tracks consisting of 1) Kids in School, 2) Distance 
Learning, and 3) A Hybrid Model.  As soon as we learn more, we are eager to communicate with 
you and continue to seek your input and thoughts.   

http://www.easthartford.org/
https://www.easthartford.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=19398883&pageId=23881025


This year, more than any year, I have personally seen the character, strength, goodness, commitment 
to justice that truly make East Hartford a special place.  Thanks for your dedication to your children, 
their education, and to our school system as a whole.  We are sincerely and deeply appreciative. 
 
Enjoy your summer, 

 
Nathan Quesnel 
Superintendent 
East Hartford Public Schools 
 


